


Who in the Bible demonstrated Wisdom? 

Find out in Biblical Foundations on page 1.  

 

How does the Australian masked owl dem-

onstrate wisdom? Turn to page 2 to find out. 

 

Who was one of the key figures in the writ-

ing of the Australian Constitution?  

Page 2 reveals this Godly man of wisdom. 

 

How does history correlate with Proverbs? 

See the feature article on page 3. 

 

A monthly planner will give you direction to 

help implement this character trait with 

your family. See page 7. 

 

 
 

From the Editor: 

It is with great pleasure that I release the 

inaugural issue of Character Focus  

magazine! I hope that this will be a tool 

of encouragement to help keep our  

focus on building Godly character in our 

own life, and the lives of your children. I 

hope to release a new issue every six 

weeks (or so!), focusing on a different 

character quality each time. For this first 

edition, I chose  

Wisdom because it is such a  

fundamental attribute that God wants us 

to attain. Wisdom, I believe,  

encompasses all the character traits. 

When we choose to be obedient,  

responsible, or truthful, we are using  

wisdom. If you have any ideas, sugges-

tions or queries, please feel free to email 

me at: jeromebbirch@gmail.com 

Jerome Birch 

SHE (WISDOM) IS 

MORE PRECIOUS THAN 

RUBIES AND NOTHING 

YOU DESIRE CAN COM-

PARE WITH HER.  

PROVERBS 3:15 

“It is not enough 
to acquire 
wisdom, it is 
necessary to 
employ it.” 
Cicero 

 ISSUE 1: WISDOM 1: 

Knowledge is knowing 
that a tomato is a fruit. 
Wisdom is knowing 
not to put it in a fruit 
salad! 

I have researched the 
information for this 
newsletter myself and 
wish to give credit to 
these sources: 
 Achieving True 

Success 
 The Power of 

True Success 
 Commands of 

Christ 
 Australian 

Character First! 
notes 

My 
name is 
Jerome 
Birch 
and I 
am 15. 
My  
family 
have 
been using the  
Character First! material 
for over 10 years. I love 
history and writing, and 
have authored an  
Australian supplement for 
the CF! Education  
series, which is in the 
process of being  
published. My desire is to 
encourage young people 
and families to grow in 
faith and character. I live  
Perth, WA. 



Command of Christ 
BE WISE AS SERPENTS 

“I am sending you out like sheep among 
wolves. Therefore, be as wise as snakes 

and as innocent as doves.” –  
Matthew 10:16 

 

Bible Men and 
Women who  

demonstrated  
WISDOM: 

Deborah during battle (Judges 4-5) 
Solomon when two prostitutes’ came 

to him with the baby boy (1 Kings 
3:16-28) 

Noah when he built the ark (Genesis 
6) 

Gideon when he led the Israelites to 
victory over the Midianites 
(Judges 6-8) 

 

Christ demonstrated 
WISDOM when: 

He answered the accusers of the 
woman caught in adultery  
(John 8:2-11) 

He spoke to the rich young ruler 
(Luke 18:18-30) 

He answered accusations before his 
death (Matthew 26:64, 27:11, 
Mark 14:62, Luke 22:67:71, John 
18:38) 

 

Memory Verse 
James 3:17 “But the wisdom that comes 

down from heaven is first of all pure, 
then peace-loving, considerate,  

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere. 

 

 

 

Five Ways to Get  
Wisdom 

1. By asking God for it – “If any of 
you lacks wisdom, you should 
ask of God, who gives  
generously to all without find-
ing fault, and it will be given to 
you.” James 1:5 

2. Through the fear of the Lord – 
“The fear of the Lord is the  
beginning of wisdom, and 
knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.” Proverbs 9:10 

3. By seeking it early – “I love 
those who love me, and those 
who seek me early find me.” 
Proverbs 8:17 (KJV) 

4. By listening to rebukes – 
“Instruct the wise and they will 
be wiser still; teach the right-
eous and they will add to their 
learning.” Proverbs 9:9 

5. By seeking wise counsel – 
“Walk with the wise and be-
come wise, for a companion of 
fools suffers harm.”  
Proverbs 13:20 

 

 

Study Question 
When God told Gideon to destroy his 
father’s alter, Gideon did it at night for 
fear of the men who worshipped Baal. 
Did Gideon demonstrate wisdom or a 
lack of boldness? (See Judges 6:25-32)  
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Biblical Foundations 

The wise will avoid 
danger and conceal 
themselves from 
harm. 

 I LOVE THOSE WHO 

LOVE ME AND 

THOSE WHO SEEK 

ME FIND ME. WITH 

ME ARE RICHES AND 

HONOUR, 

ENDURING WEALTH 

AND PROSPERITY. 

PROVERBS 8:17-18 

http://www.istockphoto.com/stock-photo-225049-sun-burst.php?st=f025d05


Deep within 
the heart of 
a tranquil 
woodland, 
all was quiet 
as nightfall 
descended. 
C r i c k e t s 
w e r e  
b e g i n n i n g 

their night time cacophony amongst the underbrush, 
while the occasional chirp of a bird high in the lofty tree 
branches interrupted the stillness of the evening. 
Small critters began to emerge from under the logs and 
leaf litter, ready for a night of foraging as the sky dark-
ened. A water rat snuffled under a branch. Two field 
mice chased each other under a pile of twigs, while a 
bandicoot nibbled at some ripe berries. Blissfully  
ignorant, these small rodents continued to rummage 
about, unaware that high up on a tree branch, an Aus-
tralian masked owl sat watching attentively. If you were 
to take a walk through that shadowy bush setting, you’d 
hardly know it was there. 
The masked owl sat there for a moment longer, waiting 
for just the right opportunity to make its move and 
pounce of one of the unsuspecting rodents. A moment 
too soon and it could miss out on a meal. Wisdom is like 
that, too. It teaches us when to say and do the right 
thing at the right time. 
Even with the light almost gone and the evading dark-
ness, the masked owl’s wide eyes could easily pick up 
movement. To be wise, we must use our eyes to discern 
what is right and what is wrong. An owl’s ears are not 
placed in the middle of its head like yours and mine; one 
ear is at the bottom of its head, while the other is at the 
top. It can pinpoint even the smallest of sounds. We too 
must use wisdom and be careful what he hear. 
A masked owl’s face is also intriguing. Heart-shaped, it 
acts like a satellite dish, picking up vibrations from ob-
jects around it. With its wide eyes, acute hearing and 
receptive face, the masked owl is the top night time 
predator, as it sits still, watching and waiting. 
With a light flutter, the masked owl swooped down 

from its branch, zeroing in on a mouse. Its feathered 

wings are designed so that it can fly silently. The owl 

used its wide eyes, uneven ears and heart-shaped face 

to capture its evening feast. 

 

In the nineteenth  
century, Australia was 
divided up into six sepa-
rate colonies. (See if you 
can name them.) On the 
1st January 1901, Austra-
lia embraced instant na-
tionhood when the colo-
nies combined into one 
Federation, governed by 
one government and 
defended by one de-
fence force. 
Conventions were held in 
1891 and 1897-98 to 
draft a constitution for the federal union. In the 1891 
draft, there was only one reference to religion and this 
lack of reference to God had caused a public outcry. By 
1897, with thousands of signatures, letters to the press 
and fiery sermons being preached, constitutional  
delegates decided to include the words ‘humbly relying 
on the blessing of Almighty God’ in the preamble of the 
Constitution. 
The subcommittee that drafted the constitution was 
made up of Edmund Barton and Alfred Deakin. Deakin 
was a committed Christian man who prayed over the 
proposed Constitution continually. The first Federation 
referendum was held in New South Wales and Tasmania 
in June 1898 and the answer was ‘yes’. The next day, 
Deakin offered a prayer of thanksgiving with the words, 
‘Thy blessing had rested upon us here yesterday and we 
pray that it may be the means of creating and fostering 
throughout all Australia a Christlike citizenship.’ 
From 1884-1913, Deakin penned more than 400 prayers 
that he published in a book titled ‘Boke of Praer and 
Praes’. This mighty man of wisdom also went on to 
found the High Court of Australia, serve as Prime Minis-
ter for three terms and determine Canberra as the fed-
eral capital. 
Alfred Deakin was a man of wisdom who prayed con-

stantly and sought to do God’s will in every decision. 

Standing strong in his faith and wisdom, this man of 

godliness forged the path towards what we celebrate as 

Australians today. 

The Australian Masked Owl 
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Illustration 

Alfred Deakin 



 

Proverbs 2:4 gives us a clear example of how we are 
called to attain wisdom, “you look for it as for silver and 
search for it as for hidden treasure.” So, put on your 
prospectors hat, grab your metal detector, we are going 
to search for gold as the miners of the past did. 
A brown, muddy creek winds through a broad gully. A 
few trees standing along the bank do little to inhibit the 
harsh glare of the summer sun. Yet, this doesn’t phase 
the countless diggers scattered along the creek, working 
with picks, shovels and gold pans. With the great 1850s 
Australian gold rush in full swing, the miners aren’t let-
ting anything stop them as they fossick for some glimpse 
of gold sprinkled through the gravel and earth. 
The colossal deposits of gold 
that were uncovered were 
some of the biggest the world 
had ever seen. Australian colo-
nies exploded overnight as 
men, women and children 
poured into the country from 
all corners of the earth, lured 
by the prospect of striking it 
rich. Australia was truly in the 
grip of gold fever. 
Many people who migrated to 
Australia during the gold 
rushes, found themselves lead-
ing hard, poverty-stricken 
lives. Many people saw the 
gold rush as an opportunity to get rich and leave the 
crooked, dark paths of poverty behind. 
Proverbs 2:12-19 explains how wisdom will save us from 
going down crooked paths that can land us in sin with 
undesirable consequences.  
Just like finding gold saved the people from poverty and 
hardship, wisdom helps us flee from wrong desires and 
make right choices. 
Getting to the goldfields was not easy. Travelling by ship 
from Europe and America, people found themselves in 
cramped holds for three to four months. Conditions did-
n’t get any easier as they journeyed to the diggings along 
rough tracks that became quagmires in winter. Most 
people had no choice but to walk over 100km to get 
there.  
Attaining wisdom is also a journey; it’s a lifelong process 
that requires all our determination and strength. 
“Wisdom is supreme; therefore, get wisdom.” Proverbs 
4:7. 
As if the journey wasn’t rigorous enough, many 

diggers had to contend with lawless bushrangers de-
manding possessions and gold. Proverbs 4:16-17 talks 
about the wicked who “…cannot rest until they have 
done evil; they are robbed of their slumber until they 
have made someone fall.” In our secular society, there 
will be things that test our wisdom. The enemy will stop 
at nothing to deter us from the right path. However, wis-
dom will help us to “avoid it (the way of the wicked), do 
not travel on it; turn from it and go on our way” Proverbs 
4:15. 
I’m sure many people assumed that once they arrived at 
the goldfields, all their troubles would fade, however, 
this was far from the case. Flimsy tents were the only 

means of protection from 
the elements. The diggers 
worked in mud and biting 
cold in the winter and dust 
and burning heat in sum-
mer. Mining for gold 
meant either panning it 
from the sand and silt with 
water or digging shafts 
many meters deep. Even 
then, few discovered nug-
gets of any decent size. 
Similarly, gaining wisdom 
doesn’t come easily. It re-
quires effort and hard 
work. “Though it cost you 

all you have, get understanding,” says Proverbs 4:7. Wis-
dom demands that we search for it with all our heart. 
Why? Here’s the catch point. “My fruit is better than fine 

gold; what I yield surpasses choice silver.” Proverbs 8:19. 

Early diggers sac- rificed everything to 

find a nugget of 

g o l d  f o r  

temporary, earthly 

wealth. How much 

more should we sacri-

fice all to ‘dig deep’ 

for the enduring 

wealth of wisdom. 

    Feature Article 

Digging for Wisdom – Proverbs in History 

 Edward Hargraves was the 
first man to discover payable 
gold in Australia in 1850. 

 The population of Victoria 
rose during the gold rushes 
from 70,000 in 1851 to 
500,000 in 1858! 

 The largest gold nugget ever 
found in Australia was the 
Welcome Stranger which 
weighed a whopping 
78,381g! 
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WISDOM 

Across 
3. Making good choices 
5. Gold miners 
8. Nocturnal hunting birds 
10. A small, white bird mentioned in the Bible 
11. Wisdom is this (Proverbs 4:7) 
13. The unification of Australia's six colonies 
15. The man who wrote the Australian Constitution 
16. Comprehending 
 

Down 
1. A book of the Bible that was penned by King Solo-
mon 
2. The ability to know something 
4. Wild dogs that live in North America 
5. An Old Testament prophetess 
6. Another word for snake 
7. The twentieth book in the New Testament 
9. A precious yellow metal 
12. The document that governs Australia 



WISDOM 

Seeing and responding to life's situations from God's frame of reference 

I Will: 
Listen to my parents and teaches 
Learn from correction 
Choose my friends carefully 
Remember that there are consequences to all my actions 
Ask, "What is the right thing to do?" 



 Do you go to sleep with thoughts of God so that your reins 
can instruct you in the night seasons? 

 Do you rise early to seek the wisdom of God? 
 Are your parents pleased with your character and actions? 
 Do you seek out the counsel of wise friends? 
 Do you delight in the commandments of the Lord? 
 Do you control your tongue because your heart is filled with 

truth? 
 Do you value wisdom more than silver and gold? 

How wise are you? 

1. Ants are creatures of  

little strength, yet 

they store up food in 

the summer. 
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GOD IDENTIFIES 

FOUR ANIMALS 

THAT ARE 

“EXTREMELY WISE” 

AND EXPLAINS WHY.  

(SEE PROVERBS 

20:24-28) 

Achieving True Success 
 

What is character? How can we build character together as a family? This  
beautifully printed book outlines 49 character qualities that you and your family 
can learn and grow together in. Learn the definition, look at the five ‘I wills’ that 
help break down each character trait, and study the unique ani-
mal that exemplifies each quality. This book is an excellent tool 
to use as a family as step by step, you endeavour to grow in 
character . 
 
The cost for a book is $25. If you wish to purchase it, please 
contact: 
Mr Brian Ellis: australia@characterfirst.com (Eastern states) 
Darren and Kathryn Birch: darrenbirch7@bigpond.com (WA) 

2. Hyraxes are creatures 
of little power, yet 
they make their home 
in the crags. 

3. Locusts have no king, 
yet they advance  
together in ranks. 

4. A lizard can be caught 
by the hand, yet it is 
found in kings palaces. 

Personal Evaluation 



Character First! is a tool to teach positive virtues to your children in times of non conflict, to exhort them to know and 

grow in Biblical Character.  To understand what different Character Qualities are, what they mean and what we can practi-
cally do to become stronger in character you can use the Achieving True Success book, or this newsletter.  Here are some 
ideas on how you could do this: 

 
WEEK 1 
Day 1 – Read the Character Quality - read the definition, discuss what this means, give examples of how we see this in 

our day to day life.  Find a scripture that explains this quality and begin to memorize that together.  Pray for God’s 
help in growing together in this Character Quality 

Day 2 – With younger children, make a poster to put up to remind ourselves daily of the Character Quality we are learn-
ing about.  With older children – keep an individual journal to write down thoughts and plans as to how we can 
implement this character quality in our daily life 

Day 3, 4 and 5 – Look at the I will’s, one or two at a time, and recognize how we can practically DO this Character Qual-
ity.  Write the I will’s on the poster, write them in your journal, write down your thoughts. 

 

WEEK 2 
Day 1 – Do a Bible Study and find a Biblical person who showed this Character Quality, how did they do that, what can 

we learn from that.  Find someone who did not show this Quality, what happened in their life as a consequence of 
this?  Colour a picture to illustrate this person. 

Day 2 – Covenant to look for how each family member is showing this Character Quality and be ready to share with the 
family when you saw this and what they were doing.  Learn how to praise Character – say the Quality, say the defi-
nition, say what you saw, say how this benefitted your life. 

Day 3 – Spend time sharing what you have seen that day, where you have see the Character Quality at work, in who 
and what that makes you think and feel. 

Day 4 and 5 – Practice your memory verse together, say it together, illustrate it, journal more thoughts on it, look up 
related verses. 

 
WEEK 3 

Day 1 – Say the definition and I will’s from memory.  Continue to recognize family members for showing this quality and 
discuss how you have seen this at work in your day to day activities.  Read about the animal that shows this quality 
and have children recognize the I wills in the story.  Put a picture of this animal on your poster to remind you of it’s 
character.  Coin a phrase relating the two – eg. Busy as a beaver, be DiligANT. 

Day 2 – Discuss difficulties you have with applying this Character Quality.  Play a game that reinforces doing this Qual-
ity. 

Day 3 – Read about Alfred Deakin and how he showed this character quality.  How did they do this, can you think of 
other people who have also shown this quality – historical or present day.  Talk through the questions in relation to 
this person of history. 

Day 4 and 5 – Choose an activity from the Project sheet to do as you continue to practice and learn about your Charac-
ter Quality.  Make up a quiz, do a word sleuth with the definition, have a fun family night to encourage your fami-
lies growth and development in this Character Quality – choose foods or activities that start with the same letter as 
the  
Character Quality. 

 
Week 4 

Day 1 – Look at the Biblical Foundations for the Character Quality. Read the Command of Christ together. What does 
this mean for you/your life. 

Day 2 – Find other scriptures that refer to this Character Quality. Proverbs is FULL of wisdom! 
Day 3 – Practise, Praise, Praise, Practise. We can talk all we want, but it is what we DO that says more. 
Day 4 and 5 – Conclude on your study of this Quality, recapping what you’ve done/learnt, how you have grown from 

this. 
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Sample Plan to Teach/Develop Character 


