


 

Which three Greek words define three 

types of boldness? Find out in Biblical  

Foundations on page 1.  

 

Which Biblical character had the boldness 

to slay a giant? Turn to page 2 to find out. 

 

How did the evangelist Smith  

Wigglesworth demonstrate boldness? 

Page 5 reveals this mighty man on his visit 

‘Down Under.’ 

 

Want to find out about some books or  

movies that will inspire you to be bold? See 

the reviews on page 6. 

 

Kids will enjoy the word search and  

colouring-in. See pages 9-10. 

 

 

From the Editor: 

One of the most prominent scriptures on 

Boldness is Joshua 1:8-9 (see above.) In a 

world where we are surrounded by fear, 

God commands us to live life coura-

geously, with the knowledge that the 

Holy Spirit dwelling in us will guide us 

each step of the way. Yet, boldness is 

more than just conquering fear. Boldness   

is ‘Confidence that what I have to say is 

true, right and just’, it is being prepared 

to stand up for right, regardless of the 

opposition. It is the daring courage to 

carry out the work that God calls us to 

do, whether that be in the home, at 

school, or in the workplace. May this  

issue encourage you to be bold so you 

can ‘shine like stars in the universe, as 

you hold out the word of 

life.’ (Philippians 2:15-16) 

~ Jerome Birch  

jeromebbirch@gmail.com 

HAVE I NOT  

COMMANDED YOU? BE 

STRONG AND  

COURAGEOUS. DO NOT 

BE AFRAID; DO NOT BE 

DISCOURAGED, FOR THE 

LORD YOUR GOD WILL 

BE WITH YOU  

WHEREVER YOU GO. 

JOSHUA 1:8-9 

“Dare to be a 
Daniel, 

Dare to stand 
alone! 

Dare to have a 
purpose firm! 

Dare to make it 
known!” 

—Philip P. Bliss 
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I have researched the 
information for this 
newsletter myself and 
wish to give credit to 
these sources: 
 
Achieving True Success 
The Power of True 
Success 
Commands of Christ 
Smith Wigglesworth in 
Australia and New 
Zealand—Col Stringers 

My 
name is 
Jerome 
Birch 
and I 
am 16. 
My  
family 
have 
been using the  
Character First material 
for over 10 years. I love 
history and writing, and 
have authored an  
Australian supplement for 
the CF Education series, 
which is in the process of 
being published. My  
desire is to encourage 
young people and families 
to grow in faith and char-
acter. I live  Perth, WA. 



Command of Christ 
FEAR NOT 

“Do not be afraid of those who can kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, 

be afraid of the One who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell.” –  

Matthew 10:28 
 

Bible Men and 
Women who  

demonstrated  
Boldness: 

 

 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
when they refused to worship the im-
age of gold (Daniel 3) 

 
 Stephen before the Sanhedrin 

(Acts 8) 
 
 Peter and John, when they spoke 

to the Pharisees (Acts 4:1-21 
 

Boldness in the home 
includes: 

 
 Standing alongside family mem-

bers when they are right. 
 Speaking the truth to each other 

with humility. 
 Being quick to admit wrongs and 

keeping a clear conscience. 
 Not being afraid to walk away from 

foolish or harmful activities. 
 Being ready to explain to those 

outside the family the family’s  
commitment to good character. 

 

 

 

 

Three Types of  
Boldness 

Three Greek words define a distinct and 
different aspect of this quality: 
 
1. Tharrheo: Boldness in the face of 

death—Believers should not fear 
death, since  absence from the body 
means to be present with the Lord! 
God promises that He will never us nor 
forsake us. “So we can say with confi-
dence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will 
not be afraid. What can mere mortals 
do to me?’” (Hebrews 13:3) 

2. Parrhesiazomai: Boldness to 
speak the truth—Even Paul requested 
prayer for such boldness. “Pray also 
for me, that whenever I speak, words 
may be given to me so that I may  
fearlessly make known the mystery of 
the gospel...Pray that I may declare it 
fearlessly…” (Ephesians 6:19-20) 

3. Talmao: Boldness to accomplish 
great things—God is able to do great 
things through those who have con-
quered the fear of death and boldly 
speak the truth. “For the eyes of the 
Lord range throughout the earth to 
strengthen those whose hearts are 
fully committed to him.” (2 Chronicles 
16:9) The heroes of Hebrews 11  
demonstrated talmao boldness (See 
Hebrews 11:32-34)  
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Biblical Foundations 

 WHAT WE DO NOT 

UNDERSTAND, WE 

FEAR. WHAT WE 

FEAR, WE TEND TO 

WORSHIP. WHAT 

WE WORSHIP, 

CONTROLS US. 

“There is nothing 
more dangerous 
on this planet 
than people that 
are not afraid of 
dying.” 
~ Josef Tson  

“But perfect love 
drives out fear.”— 
1 John 4:18 



Every stone seemed to tremble as the three-metre-high 

giant stepped onto the battlefield defiantly. “Who will 

come and fight me?” his voice boomed across the Valley 

of Elah. “Choose one of your men to fight and kill me! If 

you win, we will become your subjects. But if I win, you 

will serve us. You will lick our boots!” 

The Israelite army looked nervously at the Philistine war-

rior, Goliath. His masculine, towering physique was in-

timidating enough, not to mention 

he sported a bronze javelin slung 

across his back and a spear staff 

with a head that weighed about 

seven kilograms! The Israelites mur-

mured amongst themselves, “You’d 

have to be out of your mind to take 

down this fellow!” 

Well, a young shepherd boy named 

David on visiting his brothers in the 

battle camp, heard Goliath’s chant 

echo down the valley. “Who on 

earth does he think he is?” David 

said. “Who is he that he should defy 

the armies of the living God!” 

Word got through to King Saul 

about what the young man had said. “Send for him,” 

Saul ordered. David was brought before the King. Saul 

looked doubtfully at the youth, “You will not be able to 

face the Philistine! Why, you are only a young shep-

herd!” 

“The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and 

bear will deliver me from the hand of Goliath,” David 

declared confidently. 

Saul dressed David in his 

own coat of armour, but 

David wasn’t used to the 

sword that sagged at his 

side or the helmet that 

kept falling over his eyes! “I cannot go in these,” he said 

to King Saul. 

Taking his staff, David found a stream that dribbled 

down the hillside. He selected five smooth stones and 

put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag. With his 

sling in his hand, he went back to the camp to face Goli-

ath. 

The Israelite and Philistine armies 

had assembled to watch the chal-

lenge. When Goliath saw David, a 

mere boy approaching, he threw 

back his head and laughed. “Am I a 

dog that you come at me with 

sticks?” he mocked 

David’s heart threatened to pound 

its way out of his chest. Taking a 

deep breath, he boldly looked at 

the giant warrior. “You come 

against me with sword and spear, 

but I come in the name of the Lord 

Almighty, whom you have defied!” 

Goliath roared with laughter. 

“Come on, kid, give me your best 

shot.” David reached into his bag and placed one of the 

stones in the leather sling. The Israelites whispered, 

“He’s going to get us killed! A slingshot will never work!” 

Faster and faster, David whirred the sling around his 

head in a blur. With all his might, he let the stone fly. It 

struck the Philistine on the forehead and he fell face-

down on the ground. 

A joyous cheer erupted from the Israelite army. David, a 

young shepherd boy, had defeated a seemingly formida-

ble foe through his act of boldness. Goliath struck fear in 

the hearts of the men of Israel who viewed him too big 

to hit. David had no fear, because Goliath defied God 

and, therefore, was too big to miss. 

Account taken from 1 Samuel 17. Read the story of David and 

Goliath and purpose to be bold for the Lord. 

Big Enemy, Bigger Courage 
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Illustration 



Mr Brian Ellis is the Australian representative for Charac-
ter First. 

 

What is Character First? 
Character First was brought to Australia in 1999. It was 
originally used for businesses, but schools and families 
saw the benefit, so requested that it be adapted to fit 
that audience to. 

 

How long have you been involved 
with Character First? 
 CF came to Australia and were looking for a trainer, so I 
chose the road less travelled and took on the CF pro-
gramme. I felt as it would lead into an area that would 
use my skills, resources and training, as well as my enjoy-
ment of working with people.  I started CF Business  
Centre initially at Lilydale, Victoria, and then expanded 
into school and family ministry. I started in 1999 and 
have been involved ever since. 

 

What is the best part of being in-
volved with Character First? 
Seeing young, vibrant, enthusiastic people take the ma-
terial and apply it to their own lives and then inspire oth-
ers to use it too. 

 

Why is Character training impor-
tant? 
As Christians, God brings circumstances across our path 
to help us grow, things to challenge and to transform us.  
These life situations develop our character and refine us, 
as we learn to trust in the Lord, seek Him and persevere. 

 

Out of all the Character First  
resources, which would you  
recommend for people to begin 
with? 

 The Education Series DVD 
 Achieving True Success book 
 Pocket guide, wall poster 

 Colouring book 
 

 The Power of True Success and Biblical Foun-
dations of Character 

 

Has there ever been a time when 
you have had to demonstrate 
Boldness? 
I am usually a shy person, quite reserved and  
comfortable in my own company, but the Lord has de-
veloped in me a Boldness to share His good news 
through the message of CF.  I don’t want to let my fears 
get in the way of 
how the Lord wants 
me to share His truth 
through CF. 
 

 

 

 

For more info on CF, 
email Brian Ellis:  
australia@characterfirst.com.au and he will send you the 
catalogue. You can also look online at the website: 
www.characterfirst.com.au 

    Feature Article 

Interview with Brian Ellis 
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    Feature Article 

Robert Greenlaw is the publications director at the  
Character First head office in Oklahoma City, USA. We 
interviewed him to find out more: 

 

What is Character First? 
Character First provides a way to identify, establish, and 
affirm the values that are important to your family, 
school, or organization. 

 

What prompted you to become 
involved with Character First? 
In 1996, I was invited to help write the first unit of Char-
acter First Elementary Curriculum. That ultimately led to 
my career managing all the Character First curriculum 
and publications development. 

 

What is the best part of working 
with Character First? 
It's a blessing to work with such great people—including 
the staff at our Oklahoma City headquarters and clients 
all around the world.  

 

Why is Character training  
important? 
Character impacts every part of life because it's how we 
make decisions. Character is not something we just de-
velop when we're young or at a moment in time—it is a 
constant process of learning, growing, practicing, and 
transforming. 

 

Out of all the Character First re-
sources, which would you recom-
mend for people to start with? 
The most comprehensive resource is the Online Library, 
which presents all the Character First qualities in ways 
you can read on your own, teach to others, learn 
through video, and access anytime from anywhere. Visit  
library.characterfirst.com.   

 

 

Has there ever been a time when 
you had to demonstrate  
Boldness? 
I don't like confrontation, so it took a lot of boldness to 
confront a friend this summer about something I re-
cently learned about. I was very tempted to ignore the 
problem and hope it would go away. But I'm glad we 
talked and resolved our differences, even though it was 
difficult to do. Not surprisingly, he didn't understand the 
full impact of his actions, and I didn't understand all of 
his motives. Without boldness, our conflict could have 
festered and grown, or we could have drifted apart.  

 

If people 
want to 
find out 
more 
about 
Character 
First, 
where 
would you 
direct 
them? 
 
 
Check out the education resources at 
www.CharacterFirstEd.com.  
For help in business, go to www.StrataLeadership.com.  
 

Interview with Robert Greenlaw 
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In 1922 and 1927, the churches of Australia and New 
Zealand were challenged as English evangelist, Smith 
Wigglesworth, held a series of meetings across Sydney, 
Melbourne, Adelaide and country towns in the eastern 
states.  
 
You may have heard of Smith Wigglesworth and his fa-
mous prophecy proclaiming that Australia and the Is-
lands of the Pacific would herald the last great move of 
the Holy Spirit before the return of Christ. As well, this 
mighty man of faith was known for his incredible healing 
ministry. The blind saw, the deaf heard, the lame walked 
and demonic spirits were driven out, along with an ac-
counted 14 people raised from the dead! 
 
One woman remembers a mira-
cle that was witnessed by  her 
father in a Sydney hotel: “He and 
my Dad were cutting through the 
dining room one morning, walk-
ing to Smith’s room when Dad 
noticed a lone man eating his 
meal. This man had a horrible 
huge cancer, red, like a giant crab 
right across his face. Smith sud-
denly veered off, marched over to 
the man, placed his hand on the 
cancer and said, in a bold voice... 
“In the Name of Jesus!” Then as 
the cancer came off in Wig-
glesworth’s hand, he placed it on 
the plate and continued onto his 
room! Wow!” 
 
Crowds were awestruck at the powerful miracles that 
took place before their very eyes. Wigglesworth’s 
method of praying for the sick was sometimes  
unorthodox. Often, he would strike or slug people, and 
when questioned about his rough methods, Smith re-
plied, “I don’t hit people, I hit the devil! They get in the 
way!” 
 
Reading about Smith Wigglesworth, it is obvious to see 
his fearlessness and boldness with proclaiming the mes-
sage of Christ. One incident occurred in Sydney where he 
had been taken to a fancy restaurant for Sunday lunch: 
“Instead of sitting down, he took a fork and began to hit 
the side of his glass with it. Bing! Bing! Bing! Bing! Every-
one stopped eating. Then he raised his hand and boldly 
said, “Ladies and gentlemen, I have noticed since arriving 

here that none of you prayed over your food. You resem-
ble a bunch of hogs to me. You just jump in and eat with-
out giving thanks to the One Who provided it for you. 
Bow your heads and I’ll pray for you!” As a result, two 
families came over after and were saved! 
 
When we look at men of boldness like Wigglesworth, it 
can be easy to feel both intimidated and discouraged 
because our own faith pales in comparison. But I am re-
minded of what Paul told us in Romans 1:16-17: “For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes. For 
the gospel is the righteousness of God revealed—
righteousness that is by faith from first to the last...” 

 
So what was the ’secret’ to  
Wigglesworth’s faith? He out-
lined three principles: 
 Read the Word of God; 
read the Word of God until it 
consumes you. 
 Believe the Word of God. 
 Act on the Word. George 
Stormont commented on Wig-
glesworth, “He lived so that 
people would only see Jesus.” 
 
Challenging, I know! But when 
we have the Word of God hid-
den inside us, we are able to 
speak out with boldness. Smith 
Wigglesworth, one of the great-
est healing revivalists of history 

has inspired me to grow in my boldness for Christ and 
His Kingdom. 
 
I long for a deeper level of boldness to proclaim the glo-
rious news of Christ’s Salvation. Let our cry be for God to 
fill us with his Spirit so that we can shine brightly like 
lights on a hill. When we have God’s Spirit dwelling in-
side us, we have nothing to fear, for, “Greater is he that 
is in me that he that is in the world.” (Zechariah 4:6) 
 
Suggested Reading: 
Smith Wigglesworth in Australia and New Zealand 
Col Stringer 
Col Stringer Ministries Inc. 2009 
   

    Feature Article 

Apostle of Faith Down Under  
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   Reviews 

Jacob DeShazer  
by Geoff and Janet Benge 

 
Book review by 
Molly-Ann Birch 

(9) 
 

Jacob DeShazer is part 
of the Christian  
Heroes: Then and 
Now series by Geoff 
and Janet Benge. It is 
a good read for ages 8 
and up. 
 
Who was Jacob De-
Shazer? 
Jacob DeShazer was 
born in 1912 and died 
in 2008. He was an American soldier who went to Japan 
in World War II as a ‘Dolittle Raider’. 
 
What was he doing? 
When Jacob first went to Japan, he went to fight as a 
soldier. After he became a Christian, he returned to Ja-
pan after the war to share the Good News. 
 
How was Jacob DeShazer bold? 
After he was captured by the Japanese and served as a 
Prisioner-of-War, he was not afraid to go back to Japan 
and minister to the people. 
 
Why do you like this book? 
Jacob DeShazer is my favourite missionary because he 
was bold and not afraid. I want to be like that, bold and 
not afraid. 
 
Christian Heroes: Then and Now books can be bought 
from Koorong bookshop: www.koorong.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazing Grace—the 
movie 

 

Rating: PG—mild 
themes. 
 
The film Amazing Grace 
follows the incredible 
story of William Wilber-
force's fight to abolish 
slavery in Britain. The 
story is set in the late 
1700s, a time when the 
slave trade was seen as  
an integral part of pres-
tigious social standing, 
as well as a necessary 
part of the economy. 
 
Wilberforce’s attempts to speak out against the injustice 
of slavery was like trying to row a boat up rocky rapids. 
Time and time again, he was ridiculed, knocked back and 
shouted down as he fought to make his convictions 
known in the British parliament. 
 
Many would have given up in the barrage of adversity. 
Not Wilberforce. For over 20 years, he battled with 
never-waning tenacity to see every British slave set free, 
even to the point of suffering a nervous breakdown un-
der the stress of his venture. 
 
It is impossible to watch Amazing Grace and miss Wilber-
force’s boldness. Here was a man who dared to speak 
out against an injustice, to stand for what was right and 
refuse to back down when met with criticism. In watch-
ing this movie, I was greatly encouraged to see that one 
man’s courage, perseverance and willingness to stand 
alone made a significant difference in the course of his-
tory, leading to a movement that changed the world. 
 
As Christians in our secular society today, we face issues 
that undermine our faith. While we may not lead a world
-changing movement like William Wilberforce, we must 
be prepared to stand alone and speak up for the Chris-
tian principles we value in our nation. We can be bold 
and make a difference for Christ, now and today. 
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Boldly Trusting in God 
Nancy Conwell (16) 

 
Earlier this year, my family and I moved from an  
Australian city to a small remote hospital in the middle 
of the highlands of Papua New Guinea. I’d like to tell you 
about a particular event during this year when I wit-
nessed the boldness of some individuals.  
 
Our family was taking a holiday and driving to a small 
bird-watching ‘resort’. I was in the front seat of the open
-back Ute, sandwiched between my dad, who was driv-
ing, and my mum. All went smooth until we were noti-
fied of a road-block ahead. Basically, one tribe was angry 
with the governor, and wouldn’t allow anyone to go past 
until they got what they wanted. We decided to ap-
proach cautiously.  
 
To cut a long story short, we talked to some of the locals 
at the road-block and assessed the situation. The angry 
mob began to take notice of our car, and they followed 
us as we backed off. Tension built and suddenly there 
were men swarming all over the car, hacking into it with 
bush knives and axes. My dad leapt out of the car shout-
ing, “It’s a hospital car!” (cars are a costly and rare ne-
cessity here, and the hospital is well-respected). To tell 
you the truth, I was terrified.  
 
My mum and I, stuck in the front seat of the car, cried 
out to Jesus. He answered immediately. Two national 
men appeared at the car door and assured us we would 
be alright. They helped us out and escorted us, their 
arms tightly around us, to a clear space nearby. Two 
other men drove up in a car and told us we needed to 
leave. But my mum loudly protested, “I’m not going any-
where without my husband,” and she meant it! Yes, my 
dad was somewhere in that crowd of swinging knives. 
Finally he came over and we all got in the offered car.  
 
Later that afternoon, we arrived safely back at the hospi-
tal and our house. Let me just clarify that incidents like 
this are unusual, and the reason behind it was that the 
hospital car had been donated by the governor, with 
whom the crowd was angry.  
 

Three people in particular demonstrated boldness to me 

that day. Firstly, the men who helped my mum and I out 

of the car were taking a big risk to do what they knew 

was right. The angry men of the mob could have easily 

turned on them. But God used them to be bold and cou-

rageous and help us. Secondly, my dad showed boldness 

when he didn’t hesitate to get out into the middle of the 

crowd. He said afterwards that as he was caught up in 

the midst of the ruckus, he felt as though he was ‘in a 

bubble’ that no-one could penetrate. Last but not least, 

my mum boldly insisted that we would not go anywhere 

without my dad. This courage was not natural but 

prompted by the Holy Spirit. In the face of harm, these 

three stood up for the truth and took risks, boldly trust-

ing in God for strength. 

 

You’ve read,  
you’ve listened,  

now it’s your turn! 
AS A FAMILY 

 Brainstorm and look at some Biblical people who 

showed BOLDNESS, choose a different person  to 

study each evening 

 If you have younger children, give them a colour-

ing picture to do while you read, or read together 

from a picture Bible. 

 With older children, read about the person in the 

Bible together.   

 Discuss and ask questions:  How were they bold?  

Did they show any Boldness “I will’s”?  How can 

we learn from their example?  What does that 

mean for you today? 

 Pray together seeking the Lord for greater bold-

ness to be a witness for Him. 

AS A PARENT 

One of the hardest things for our children to do is to 

stand alone in amongst the pressure of peer and society 

“norms”.  As parents God calls us to be diligent in study-

ing the Bible together so our children will KNOW Biblical 

truths and have a strong foundation helping them to be 

bolder and more confident in choosing to stand for right. 

“These commands are to be upon your hearts.  Impress 

them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at 

home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up.”    Deut 6:6-7 

 Lets Live It! 
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 What Christian leaders are you praying for to have boldness to speak the truth? 
 Do you wait for opportunities to witness, or do you make them? 
 What good treasures are you putting in your heart that will be spoken by your 

tongue? 
 Have you written out your testimony so that you will be prepared to give a ready 

answer?  

How Bold Are You in Speaking the Truth? 

Page 8  

Who Should 
We Fear? 

 
King Solomon stated at the 
end of Ecclesiastes 12:13: 
“Now all has been heard; here 
is the conclusion of the matter: 
Fear God and keep his com-
mandments, for this is the 
duty of all mankind.” 
 
William Gurnal states:  

 
“We fear men so much, 

Because we fear God so little. 
One fear cures another. 

When man’s terror scares 
you, turn your thoughts to the 

wrath of God.” 
 

“Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
let all the people of the world 
revere him. For he spoke and it 
came to be; he commanded, 
and it stood firm.” 
—Psalm 33:8-9 

Personal Reflection 

Personal Notes 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________ 



BOLDNESS WORD SEARCH 
 

W V C W G P J T L B I P L N R W R H D G  

E I Q O J N L H W A S M I H E M N N I N  

F I G D U G I H Q C R P B Q V D G U V I  

N H K G O R T R O P A F O N I R K B A D  

F M U W L A A N A F E B R A V E R Y D N  

L C P G I E F G W D L S L V A E K B O A  

Q O M L T I S Y E O I P S X L K K U O T  

U Z O H D S W W B H T S S E N D L O B S  

Y G G E C U X W O D E L D Z L S L E A K  

V I N M X D U Z N R S K M O W R I B X D  

R C B P A K Q Z Y I T Z M Z Z D A B E R  

E N V N L M M Y F Y B H S T Z W O E V K  

H N I H C B W M B V Z I H D M A B Q F Q  

T E N P A X H O J J S H S A V Y W P F O  

L X W L W E V J Z L J E X F Z Y S I A Q  

M B Y S B C U S L W E T A I H C M W E H  

Q H J M S I V W S F T L E R E A C Y J P  

E I P G A M E H S T H M W L C V Y B A G  

G O N T X G N X F G B X R S H P U A Q Y  

U H J P T C C U W R Z R B Y S I Y D A T  

 

 

  BOLDNESS   DARING   BRAVERY 

  FEARLESS   DANIEL   COURAGE 

  DAVID    WIGGLESWORTH REVIVAL 

  GOLIATH   RIGHT 

  ISRAELITES   STANDING 

  MAGPIE   CONFIDENCE 

Page 9 



BOLDNESS 
Boldness is standing up for what is right. 

Australian magpies demonstrate boldness by fiercely protecting 
their nests. Their renown “swooping”  of passer-bys during the 

breeding season is a sign of the bold defence of their young.  
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