


 
 

How did Christ demonstrate Attentiveness? 
See the Biblical Foundations, page 1 

 

Which famous Australian was attentive to a 

need and took action? 
Find out on pages 2-3 

 

Why is it necessary to acquire a ‘hearing 

heart’? 
See the Feature Article, page 4 

 

What are some practical tips to teaching  

attentiveness to our children? 
See page 5 

From the Editor: 
It has been a while in the making, but I 

am excited to see another issue of 

Character Focus completed. All praise 

and honour be to God for giving me 

the grace to do it for His Glory!  

Attentiveness is such a vital character 

quality and one that can be a  

challenge, even for adults! Some 

thoughts that I’ve had as I’ve written, 

discussed and planned this were, do 

we intentionally take the time to be 

still before God, detach ourselves from 

the pressures of the world that  

demand our time and energy and let 

Him speak to us in that still, small 

voice? Do we have a ‘heart of flesh’ 

that is softened to His calling and 

prompting? I pray that this character 

quality inspire you, both personally 

and as a family, as you anticipate the 

fast-approaching New Year and reflect 

on the one gone by so fast. What has 

God spoken to you about this year? 

Many blessings,  

Jerome Birch  

jeromebbirch@gmail.com 

If I have ever 
made any valuable 
discoveries, it has 
been owing more 
patient attention 

than any other 
talent. 

Isaac Newton 

   ISSUE 7:    
 ATTENTIVENESS 1: 

I have researched the 
information for this 
newsletter myself and 
wish to give credit to 
these sources: 
 Achieving True 

Success 
 The Power of 

True Success 
 Commands of 

Christ series 
 www.lifestyle-

homeshool.com 

Hi,  
I’m 
Jerome 
Birch 
(17). 
My 
family 
have 
been 
using Character First  
material for nearly 15 
years. I love history and 
writing, and have  
authored and published 
an Australian supplement 
for the CF Education  
series. I have also  
published some booklets 
on character building for 
Aboriginal families in the 
Kimberley. My desire is to  
encourage young people 
and families to grow in 
faith and character. I live 
in Perth, WA. 

“Let the wise  
listen and add to 

their learning, 
and let the  

discerning get  
guidance—” 

Proverbs 1:5 
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Listen, speak and listen again. Your ears 
have value, learn to use them. 
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 Biblical Foundations 

THE WISE OLD OWL  
A wise old owl 
Sat in an oak 

The more he heard 
The less he spoke 
The less he spoke 

The more he heard 
Why can't we all 

Be like that wise old 
bird?  

 

Attentiveness is  
derived from the Latin 

word ad tendo, “to 
stretch.” A horse turns 
and stretches its ears 

towards a sound to listen 
more fully. 

Command of Christ 
HEAR MY VOICE 

“Whoever has ears, let them hear.”  
Matthew 11:15 

 
Attentiveness  

Scriptures 
“My son, pay attention to what I say; turn 
your ears to my words.”  
Proverbs 4:20 

“My son, if you accept my words and store 
up my commands within you, turning your 
ear to wisdom and applying your heart to 
understanding—”  
Proverbs 2:1-2 

“Pay attention and turn your ears to the 
sayings of the wise; apply your heart to 
what I teach.” Proverbs 22:17 

“The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
and his ears are attentive to their cry.” 
Psalm 34:15 

 

Christ showed  
Attentiveness in 
these scenarios... 

 Jesus saw the crowds on the moun-
tainside (Matthew 5:1) 

 Jesus heals the dead girl and the sick 
woman (Matthew 9:18-26) 

 Jesus heals the blind beggar on the 
side of the road (Luke 18:35-42) 

 Jesus heals the cripple by the pool 
(John 5:1-15)  

 Jesus feeds the 5,000 (Mathew 
14:13-21) 

 

Attentiveness 
Challenge! 

Probably mentioned more times in the 
book of Proverbs than any other book of 
the Bible would be the words “pay atten-
tion”. The writer, King Solomon, stresses 
the need for us to listen and apply the  
practical, daily wisdom that God inspired 
Him to write. Proverbs 1:1-7 outlines the 
purpose and theme of the book and ends 
with this verse, “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of knowledge, but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction.” We 
have a choice—we can choose the fear of 
the Lord (wisdom), or we can follow the 
way of the world, which is folly. 
 
Your mission is to find as many scriptures 
in Proverbs that implore us to listen to  
wisdom. You might want to look at differ-
ent translations to see how its translated. 
I’d love to hear about your findings. Email 
me at: jeromebbirch@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Family Study Ideas 
 Look at the Command of Christ for 

Attentiveness in Matthew 11:15. 
Why do you think Jesus gave us this 
instruction? Why is it  
important to “hear God’s voice”? 
Write down any insights you may 
have to this verse. 

 Brainstorm Biblical characters who 
demonstrated Attentiveness. Abra-
ham, Samuel and Moses are a few 
to get you started! 

 In your own personal time, write 
down some steps or measures you 
feel the Lord wants you to take in 
order to better hear His voice. 

 See if you can find other  
scriptures dealing with  
attentiveness, listening or paying 
attention.  



Illustration 

Our Flynn 
From the high seat of his horse-drawn buggy, Rev. John 

Flynn could just make out the smattering of crude tin 

cottages through the shimmering heat mirage. 

“Oodnadatta,” the man whispered to himself, pushing 

his spectacles higher onto the bridge of his nose.  

It was no different to any other isolated outback settle-

ment, Flynn thought, as he rode into the main street—

a windswept dustbowl, lined with a few stores and the 

ever-present pub. Stockmen, sporting battered hats 

and smoking pipes, stopped to catch a glimpse of the 

man in the three-piece suit who swanked by on his 

wagon. A few children played marbles in the dust, whil-

ing away the time, there being no school in the town. A 

church was nonexistent. 

“How do you reach these people for Christ?” Flynn 

wondered. “Many who’ve never stepped foot inside a 

church building!” 

His first point of contact was a local heroine, Sister 

Letto Bett. She was nurse of the Smith of Dunesk mis-

sion in the region, also playing the role of counsellor, 

dentist and Sunday school teacher. 

“What do you see is your biggest need in Ood-

nadatta?” Flynn asked. 

“A hospital, definitely,” Sister Bett answered with hesi-

tation. 

Flynn’s mind was immediately filled with many grand 

ideas. “It could not just be a hospital, but a ’nursing 

home’,” he said excitedly. “Patients would receive 

Christianity for the spirit, love for the lonely soul, as 

well as physical treatment. Men wouldn’t travel 400 

miles to a church, but they would to a hospital. This 

outreach could have great potential!” 

Next day, Flynn took to the streets of Ood-

nadatta, talking with the locals, listening to 

their stories of life in the bush. Whether 

it be on a stockyard railing, over a store 

cash register, or on a pub veranda, Flynn 

took the time to listen to the stories of 

others. He had a unique way of connect-

ing with the ’rough-around-the-edges’ 

types that resided in the harsh back-

blocks of the ’Never-Never’. 

“What of a hospital?” he would ask. “Do 

you see that as a need in the outback?” 

One bloke showed him to a place where a 

man with a crippled spine had crawled an 

excruciating four days to catch the fort-

nightly train to Adelaide. As the train ap-

proached, the man mustered all his 

strength to wave and catch someone’s at-

tention. A passenger noticed and waved 

back, but the train steamed right past.  

John Flynn, founder of the Royal Flying Doctor  
Service, is featured on the $20 note 
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Flynn breaks camp at Bloods Creek on one of his outback ‘exiles’, in 
1927 
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The flat, barren, featureless desert country that  
surrounded the railhead of Oodnadatta in  

northern SA, as photographed by John Flynn  
during his term as patrol padre. 

     

The injured bloke was later found, barely alive, with a 

dry waterbag and a tuckerbag full of ants. He was to 

spend a year in an Adelaide hospital before he was  

rendered fit to return to the area. 

It was stories like these that created an intense sense 

of compassion to well within Flynn. On his journeys into 

the outback, he would often happen upon the graves of 

men, women, children and babies—lonely, windswept 

mounds under mulga and desert oak trees, the only 

remnant of those who had suffered under the torrid 

conditions of the outback. Flynn was often moved to 

tears when he heard stories of such tragedy and hard-

ship. 

“Something must be done,” he wrote to friends and 

family in the big cities. “I have seen the unmarked 

graves; I have heard the yarns of unimaginable toil; I 

have experienced the isolation; I have observed need 

for adequate medical facilities. I believe with a passion 

that it should be our duty as Christians to help our lost 

brothers and sisters in the outback.” 

Flynn campaigned and worked tirelessly to see the es-

tablishment of a cottage hospital at Oodnadatta, trust-

ing that God would provide the necessary means to get 

the job done. The nursing facility, which opened in De-

cember 1911, became a model for others that were 

later built by Flynn and the Australian Inland Mission.  

John Flynn’s capacity to attune himself to the needs of 

the outbackers aided him to found the Flying Doctor 

Service and become a respected symbol of Christ-like 

brotherhood to the frontier pioneers, who affection-

ately called him, “Our Flynn.” 

Taking it further: 

 Discuss the story of John Flynn as a family. What 

was his reaction to the needs of the outback pio-

neers? Was he quick to respond? How might you 

be attentive to the needs of those around you? 

 Go to your local library and see if there are any 

books on John Flynn and the Flying Doctors. 

Make a timeline of his life and ministry in the 

outback.  

References:  
John Flynn: Of Flying Doctors and Frontier Faith 
Ivan Rudolph  
Central Queensland University Press, 2000  

John Flynn, with locals at Beltana, in South  
Australia, where he started his outback ministry in 

1911  

The cottage hospital in Oodnadatta 



    Feature Article 

Developing a ‘Hearing Heart’ 
In October 2013, I walked out of our local licensing cen-

tre and I was a Learner driver. It was an exciting and 

scary moment, taking the car out for the first time with 

Dad. Suddenly, there’s traffic coming from all direc-

tions; there’s two side and a rear view to check; there’s 

speed signs, traffic lights and roundabouts to watch out 

for; all the while trying to pay attention to Dad’s instruc-

tions, “Slow down!” “Indicate now!” “Keep your road 

distance straight!”  

All drivers know that Attentiveness is an essential  

element of driving. One moments distraction or  

inattention can have  disas-

trous, potentially fatal,  

consequences. How many 

drivers are killed on the 

road because they are dis-

tracted on their phones? 

As I was  reflecting on this 

recently, Mum reminded me 

that driving can be a lot like 

our life. How often do we 

find our every day filled with 

busyness, juggling situations on all sides, constantly  

interpreting our next move? We can be thinking about 

so much all at once, that our attention space is limited.  

When I’m driving, I have to watch intently for what’s 

going on around me. But I need to be equally attentive 

to my supervisor sitting in the passenger seat next to 

me. He or she gives the instructions, I have to listen and 

follow through. If I’m distracted by something outside, I 

can miss a vital cue and end up in strife. 

God is our supervisor in this journey called life. He’s the 

one who sits by our side. He’s the one who tells us how 

to make a turn, where to stop, which street to turn 

down. He tells which areas of the road are safe and 

which are hazardous. In His lap is the roadmap, guiding 

me through my day, one step, one action at a time. 

However, we can be so focussed on the road, that we 

forget to listen to the instructions of our Supervisor. 

We get so caught up in the routine of life and zone out 

to what God might be wanting to tell us. 

The key to attentiveness is to develop a ‘hearing heart’. 

Its a heart that’s in tune with God’s Spirit, ready and 

open, so that He can minister to us at any time through 

our day. Its keeping the ears of our heart inclined to-

wards the promptings and instructions of God, so that 

He might direct the road of our life. 

How do we develop a hearing heart? How do we en-

courage our children to develop a hearing heart is this 

fast-paced world? 

 Start the day with God. Spend that first half an 

hour or so alone with Him. Read His Word; pray; 

write some thoughts down; 

soak up His presence. Even Je-

sus modelled this (Mark 1:35). 

 Ask God for a hearing 

heart, a heart that is soft and 

one that is receptive to His 

Spirit and not drowned out by 

the pressures of the world. 

 Ask the Holy Spirit for 

guidance in every situation. 

“How do I respond to this 

child?” “How must I speak to this person on the 

phone?” “How would Jesus help this person?” 

 Encourage your children to read a passage of 

Scripture when they awake in the morning. For 

older ones, maybe a Psalm, or the  Proverb of 

the day (31 Proverbs = 31 days in a month). 

Younger children may just look at the pictures in 

a Bible. 

 Make regular times when all electronic devices 

are switched off and put away. Too much  

technology crowds out our capacity to let God 

speak to us. 

 Finally, enjoy family time in God’s creation—

picnics in the park, hiking adventures, trips to the 

beach, family holidays, etc. God will often use 

these moments of quiet to speak to us.  

“He says, ‘Be still and know that I am God.”  

Psalm 46:10 



Character Notes 
Belinda Letchford 

 
Attentiveness is showing the worth of a person by  

giving my full concentration. 
Adapted from Character First 

 
What does it mean to “Show the worth of a person”? 

Because God made each person, because He loves 

each person, each person is precious. People’s worth 

isn’t based on what they have done for you, or how 

they fit into your life—the basis of their preciousness is 

that Jesus loves them, and died for them. 

We use the phrase “preciousness of others” in our  

family. It is a way of elevating the worth of a person 

into our every day life. One way that we think a person 

is precious is by being attentive to their words, their 

needs and their heart. 

 If mummy is precious I will listen to her 

 If my brother  is precious I will give him the  

controls instead of fighting over them 

 If my sister is precious I will keep my side of the 

bedroom tidy because I know it makes her happy 

 If my friend is precious I will play what she wants 

instead of thinking of myself 

 If God is precious I will spend time with Him  

everyday 

A family secret 

A family assignment for the day, or the week, might be 

to assign “Secret Angels” where each person has to 

secretly bless another person in the family. Instead of 

just talking about serving others, discuss it in terms of 

really hearing a need and meeting that need. 

To be a good listener… 

 Sit still—control our body 

 Look at the person 

 Don’t interrupt, but be ready to ask good   

questions 

This segment was taken with permission from Belinda 

Letchford’s blog: www.lifestyle-homeschool.com 

Christmas Reflection 
“You hit September and you don’t stop running until 

January!” someone said to me recently and I thought 

how true that is. I am constantly blown away at how 

quickly this time of year rolls around—when it feels as 

though we’ve barely bid the last year farewell! 

In this ultra-busy time of year, its easy to have the 

mindset of weathering the Christmas barrage of  

presents, Santa, trees, decorations and shopping and 

somehow keeping the ‘real’ meaning of Christmas  

forefront in the minds of our family. Jesus, the Son, 

Holy, without sin, Who sat at the Father’s side as He 

crafted the universe, stooped to the level of the human 

race and entered a suffering world as a humble baby. 

 How attentive are you to the story of our  

Saviour’s birth?  

 What measures are you taking to ensure that 

your family keeps the Christmas story alive and 

healthy in your minds? Are you preparing your 

children’s hearts now? 

Let’s Live It! 

Next Issue 

Respect 
Caring for people and property. 

 
Coming January 2015 

 
Do you have any stories or articles of encouragement 
related to this quality? If so, I’d love to hear from you! 

Contact me by email: jeromebbirch@gmail.com 
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Attentiveness Crossword Puzzle 
How Attentive Have You Been This Character Focus? 

Across 

1. To cut someone off who is speaking 
6. The worth of another a person 
11. "The wise old __________ sat in an 
oak..." 
12. A person to first live in the outback 
13. The character focus for the month 
14. A job that requires attention on a 
road 
15. To be attentive to someone 

 

 

 

Down 

2. What we listen with 
3. An synonym of Attentiveness 
4. The right use of knowledge 
5. The place where a cottage hospital was 
built 
6. A book of the Bible with 31 chapters 
7. The king who followed after David 
8. The opposite of Attentiveness 
9. Founder of the Royal Flying Doctor Ser-
vice 
10. What we see with 
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