
Growing Families Australia PO Box 824 Happy Valley South Australia 5159  

T:+61 8 8322 3770      F:+61 8 8322 3445      E: enquiries@gfi.org.au or national.directors@gfi.org.au URL: www.gfi.org.au

Growing Families Australia PO Box 824 Happy Valley South Australia 5159  

T:+61 8 8322 3770      F:+61 8 8322 3445      E: enquiries@gfi.org.au or national.directors@gfi.org.au URL: www.gfi.org.au

Grossers ô road trip

Derby , WA - In May/June we were

2,500km north of Perth. For years,weõve

desired to take GFI to the indigenous

people ð as the biblical principles

espousedin GFIprogramsapply to

all peoples.

Thereare 98 communitiesin the Shireof

Broome alone and 56 in Derby Shire!

Beautiful,ruggedcountry, but in somany

casesspiritually and morally it is a desert.

Lastyear,we met with indigenouspeoples

in the N.T. This year Ps. Paul White

(Derby Baptist) invited us to join him on

local communities where parents have

been asking for help. God went before

and prepared the way. The response

overwhelmedus.

Three communities - One Arm Point,

Nookanbahand Looma, receivedus very

warmly and will continue with regular

parenting groups that they themselves

leadwith the supportof Pauland his team

when they do Student Focus in the

schools. TheGrowing FamiliesDVD series

(producedby the Scotfords) was the base

for the presentations. Beingall Australian,

the responsewasencouraging.

Pleasepray for our aboriginal people

everywhere. We hope to return next

year with moreparentingprinciples for

thesecommunities and to reach more

communities.

Tasmania ðFrom August 14, we

spend 3 months ministering wherever

parentsarewilling to listen. Our desire

is to establish strong state and area

representativesand empower parents

so they can support and encourage

other parentsðonefamily at a time. If

you live in Tasmaniaor have contacts

in Tasmania you would like us to

connectwith, pleasebe in touch before

August14.

South Australia ðEn route to

Tasmania,we will be spending2 weeks

here doing facilitator training, GEMS

groups, speaking at any church or

group who will haveus. We will also

bespending2 daysrecording parenting

tips for Flow FM, a Christian-owned

commercial radio station that reaches

to a vastareaof rural S.A., someof Vic.

and N.T.
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What givesuspurposeandfocus?

FromaChristianperspective,purposefullivinghas
nothing to do with our own ambitionsbut with the
pursuit of Godand the well-beingof others. It does
not mean achievingpersonal goals but extending
ourselvestoƻǘƘŜǊǎΩneeds.

To live purposefullyand passionatelyis to love
completely; to love the Father and to love each
other, not with casualinterestbut focusedattention.
Such living abandonsself-indulgence and pursues
service; yes,and in DC!Ωǎcasethe opportunity to
άwŜŀŎƘour Nation,onefamilyat a time.έ

Until HeComesagain,mayyouhavePURPOSEand
PASSIONthat is motivatedby the LOVEOFGODthat
Hehasplantedin your hearts.

Bill andJoan
NationalDirectors
GrowingFamiliesAustralia
T: 0419044155
E: national.directors@gfi.org.au
PS: Thereissomuchmore to
share. Browsethe website
regularlyfor statenewsletters
andmore.
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National Conference 
January 2012 

WesternAustraliahasa GFAM.L.A.
Rev. PeterAbetz, andhiswife Jenny,have
beenkeenGFIprogramfacilitatorsfor over
12years. LastNovemberPeterwaselected
asanMLAin W.Ain 2008, strengtheningthe
band of Christiansin the WA Govt now. Peter has strong
biblical convictions and will not be shaken by popular
opinion. In August, the Abetzs are attending the World
Congressof Familiesin Amsterdam.

Belinda  Letchfordhas also authored an 
excellent, easy-to- read book (magazine 

ŦƻǊƳŀǘύΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άHeart Focused Parenting ά
($20.00), launched at the National 
Conference. 

This is an excellent way to strengthen your 
resolve to train the heart of your child.  
Also makesa great gift!

We are still "fired up" (pardon the pun) from the Families of Fire - GFA 

National Conference held in NSW just over a month ago.It was so good to 

share a few days in the company of parents and children with a common 

passion to grow together in a God-honouring way. It was also a time to 

rekindle old ties, and it was a privilege to see and hear Gary and Anne 

Marie Ezzoin person again.  Many remarked this as the highlight of the 

conference.  

For us, the highlight was seeing 300 teenagers and children in one 

place, raised by parents who are seeking to instil  godly values and  

principles in their hearts.  NSW and ACT team you did a fantastic job 

under the leadership of Peter and Michelle Foote ðThankyou!!
- Charles & Georgina Papp, Vic

Victoria will have the awesome 
privilege of hosting the next 
National Conference in 
January 2012 at Phillip Island 
Adventure Resort!

The National Teen Campwill run from 18 - 21 January,
followed by the NationalConferencefrom 21 - 24 January
2012. Start savingfor this fantastic event, specialfamily
holiday and time for encouragement,empowering and
equippingyou for the nextstageof yourparentingjourney.

If youõve bought  our materials, weõd love to meet  
you and hear the stories of how these are being 
used  in changing and strengthening families.

NOW AVAILABLE!

"On Becoming Pre-Toddlerwiseά όϷмтΦсл ύΣ 
covers ages 12-18 months and fits in between 
άhƴ .ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ  Babywiseнέ ŀƴŘ άhƴ .ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ToddlerwiseέΦFull set of 9 books at $135.00

Many have bought and enjoyed the new 

Facets edition which features The Top End 
(thanks to Belinda Letchfordfor putting that 
together!)

Past editions ofFacetsavailable at $8.50 
each (inclpostage) or the full set of 17 for 
$95. 00  

I am really at a loss to explain how much it meant for us to go to the National 

Conference.Iõm sure the blessing of it will continue to grow in our lives and in 

othersõ over the coming years.David is already talking about making 

arrangements to get to the next one.  
- Janie Miles, Darwin

We were in Sydney desperately trying to find some way we could help the 

parents of some teenagers when we heard about the GFA conference commencing 

the next day. Weõd never heard of GFA but we immediately went and know God 

led us there ðwe went home so excited about using this material.  Two weekends 

later we attended  the facilitator training to equip us to òlaunch outó in Pt 

Macquarie. 

We invited our church pastor and leaders to lunch, and introduced them to 

GKGW. They enjoyed it, and see the benefits of introducing it into the church. 

The Lord gave  wisdom, and so we asked the Pastor if we could start with one 

group of 5 families (parents) as a 'pilotõ.He agreed. We start on 7 June,  in 

'Reaching the Heart of your Teen."

We are really excited, believe this is only the start of big things!We are taking 
what God has given us in our hands and making a start...the rest is up to Him.  

- Kim and Chris, Pt MacQuarie

GFI in Zimbabwe update

$5,600 raised at the traditional conference AUCTION

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DC! ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ōƭŀƴƪ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ άғǎǘŀǘŜҔ-news-leave@gfi.org.auέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ғǎǘŀǘŜҔ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ie NSW, VIC, QLD, WA, SA, ACT, 
NT or TAS.  E.g. for NSW, send a blank email to nsw-news-leave@gfi.org.au. An email confirmation  will  be sent. Follow the instructions and this will remove you from both your state 

and the national mailing list. If you are having trouble, email the GFA Office at enquiries@gfi.org.au
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